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RESOLUTION
NUMBER 2007- 0 7¢/

A RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2006-039,
THE CONSERVATION EASEMENT PROGRAM FOR
CHARLOTTE COUNTY, TO PROVIDE THAT PROPERTY
OWNERS WHO HAVE GRANTED A CONSERVATION
EASEMENT TO A CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION
OTHER THAN CHARLOTTE COUNTY MAY QUALIFY FOR
THE CONSERVATION EASEMENT PROGRAM.
RECITALS
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has found it desirable to preserve
undeveloped land and open space in residential areas in order to protect the aesthetic and
natural resources of the County through non-regulatory means, thereby lessening the
burdens placed on the citizens of the Charlotte County by unchecked development by
reducing the costs of public services associated with developed property; and
WHEREAS, on December 14, 1999, the Board of County Commissioners approved
a resolution creating the Conservation Easement Program (the “Program”) for Charlotte
County to assist in attaining the above goals; and
WHEREAS, on March 14, 2008, the Board of County Commissioners approved
Resolution No. 2006-039 which amended and revised the provisions of the Program; and
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners now desires to further amend the
Program.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of
Charlotte County that:
A. Resolutioh No. 2006-039, as amended, is hereby amended by adding the

following new section designated as paragraph 6 (underlined sections are additions):
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“. The Board of County Commissioners hereby amends and re-adopts a
Conservation Easement Program whereby property owners who meet the following criteria
would grant the County a conservation easement limiting development of the described
property, thereby qualifying for a reduction in the Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) count
- assigned to the subject property for street and drainage, storm water utilities, waterways,
and fire municipal service benefit unit assessment purposes.

2, The Conservation Easement Program shall be available to Grantors who
meet all of the following criteria:

a. Grantors must provide a legal description and sketch of the property

offered for the conservation easement;

b. Said property must be contiguous, residentially-zoned land within the Urban
Service Area; and

c. For any property that measure one acre in size or larger, at least seventy-five

(75%) percent of said property must be made subject to the restriction of the

easement; for any property that measures less than one acre in size, the entire

property must be made subject to the restriction of the easement.

3. Any property that contains a conservation easement developed as part of
Charlotte County's Transfer of Density Units Program granting the easement to the County
utilizing the attached form documents with no modifications to aliow retention of density on
the area under easement, will be available to qualify for the removal of, or a reduction in
the Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) count assigned to the subject property for street and
drainage, storm water utilities, waterways, and fire benefit unit assessment purposes.

4. Said property will not be exempted from any current assessments for capitai
improvements within the respective municipal 'benefit service unit's district, but any
property whose entire area is subject to a conservation easement shall be exempt from any
future assessments; as a condition of exempting the property from future assessments any
owner whose entire property is subject to a conservation easement will not be eligible to
participate by voting on future capital expenditure projects for their respective MBSU district
excepting any owner who owns additional property in the MSBU district that is not subject
fo a conservation easement under this resolution. Any property owner whose property is
subject only to a partial conservation easement would stilt be eligibie to vote in their district
and would be proportionally assessed for any improvement or capital project work.
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5. Participation in the Conservation Easement Program shall require the
completion and execution by Grantor and Grantee of the form documents entitled “Grant
of Conservation Restrictions” and “Conservation Easement” (attached hereto as
Attachment A and Attachment B, respectively) which form documents are hereby approved
for use substantially in the form attached. Non-substantive amendments may be made
from time to time without Board action as deemed necessary for the administration of the
program. ' | | |

6. Property owners who have aranted a cong«_arvétion easement {o a

conservation organization other than_Charlotte County but who wish to apply for the

Conservation Easement Program may qualify for the Program, subject to the review and

approval of the Charlotte County Department of Environmental and Extension Services

{the "Department”), by submitting a copy of the recorded easement given to the

conservation organization to the Department.”

PASSED AND DULY ADOPTED this &4ud day of Mﬁ" , 2007.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF CHARLOTTE COUN bl

ATTEST: G VR
Barbara T. Scott, Clerk of Circuit : : g e
Court and Ex-officio Clerk to the _ , e tes

Board of County Commissioners

By:
Deputy Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM
AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY:
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Janette S. Knowlton, County Attorney
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